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people, he asked him if the other animals —like the
bear, for instance, which his comrades worshiped —
were not likewise animated by a Manitou which is
under the earth: ‘‘ Without doubt,”” answered the
Charlatan: ‘“ But if that be so,”’ returned the Mis-
sionary, ‘‘ men ought also to have a Manitou which
animates them.”” ‘‘ Nothing is more certain,”’ said
the Charlatan. ¢‘That is sufficient for me to con-
vince you that you are not very reasonable,’’ replied
the Missionary; ‘‘ for, if man who is on the earth be
the master of all animals, if he kill them, if he eat
them, it must be that the Manitou which animates
men is also master of all the other Manitous; where
then is your intelligence, that you do not invoke
him who is master of all the others?’’ This reason-
ing disconcerted the Charlatan, and that is all the
effect that it produced,—for they were not on that
account less attached to their ridiculous superstitions
than they were before.

At that very time a contagious disease desolated
their Village, and carried off every day many Sav-
ages; the Charlatans were not spared, and they died
like other people. The Missionary believed that he
could win their confidence by taking care of so many
sick people; he applied himself to this without inter-
mission, and many times his zeal nearly cost him
his life. The services that he rendered them were
requited only with abuse; there were even some who
went so far as to discharge arrows at him; these fell
at his feet,—either because they were shot by too
feeble hands, or because God, who designed the
Missionary for other labors, chose at that time to
screen him from their fury. Father Mermet, how-
ever, administered Baptism to a few Savages who



